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PURPOSE OF COURSE
Education 570, Legal Bases of American Education, is a course in the Department of Instructional Support Programs of the College of Education.  It normally is in the program of studies for students who major in educational administration and supervision at the graduate level.  However, the concerns and content of the course make it valuable to all school personnel.

Legal Basis of American Education covers many topics of value, not simply because the syllabus so states, but because these issues are repeatedly litigated in state and federal courts.  (See table of contents).  Many of the important cases studied in this course have resulted in opinions being rendered by the United States Supreme Court. 

The primary method of instruction in the course will be the lecture method in order to cover the volume of material that needs to be covered.  There will be student participation, questions and answers, and class presentations and written reports as assigned.  In addition to text materials, audio-visual materials and handouts will be used appropriately.

Consistent with the College of Education’s conceptual framework, the course focuses on decision making as related to the aforementioned.  Because of ever changing laws, administrators must be life-long learners to stay abreast of those changes that take place at all levels of government, including Boar policies and regulations.  Decision making is affected by a legal framework and a litigious society.  Decisions affecting teachers, students, and parents take place within that framework.  Students in this course will gain knowledge and skills through classroom participation and research that will allow them to be effective administrators within our legal system.

TABLE OF CONTENTS FOR EDU 570

(Topics to be covered)
1.
Introduction to common law, constitutional law, statutes of Congress and the state 
legislature, the court system, and civil and criminal law.

2.
Church-state-education, including the relationship of church and state the changing

relationship, released time, prayer and Bible reading, and other related topics.

3.
State-level agencies, including the State Board of Education, its selection and powers, the 

State Superintendent of Education, and related topics.

4.
Local school boards, county and city, including their constitution and powers, local

superintendents, and related topics.

5.
Financing education, including the Alabama Minimum Foundation Program, important

court decisions, levels of taxing authority, budgets, and related topics.

6.
Use of school money and property, including transportation, insurance, special 

activities, and related topics.

7.
Tort liability, including the doctrine of sovereign immunity, agency, nuisances, 
paddling, supervision, defamation and related topics.

8.
Contract liability, contract, bid laws, and other related topics.

9.
Teacher certification and employment, including tenure, non-renewal contracts, 
revocation of certificates, and other related topics.

10.
Terms and conditions of employment, including salary schedules, merit pay, 

assignment and transfer, collective bargaining, strikes, and other related topics.

11.
Discharge and retirement of teachers, including competency tests, reasons for 

discharge, procedural and substantive due process, and other related topics.

12.
Student personnel, including compulsory education, the Buckley Amendment, due 
process, rules of conduct, dress and appearance, corporal punishment, search and seizure, 
and other related topics.

13.
Race relations, including the Brown decisions and their consequences, busing, defacto 
and dejure segregation, civil rights, and other related topics.

14.
Laws of Alabama, related to education.

TEXT MATERIALS
Hudgins, H.C., Jr.  Law and Education: Contemporary Issues and Court Decisions.  Michie 
Company, 1991.

LaMorte, Michael W.  School Law: Cases and Comments, 5th edition.  Prentice-Hall, 1996.

Lee, Robert E.  “The Use of Exculpatory Clauses and Consent Forms by Educational 

Institutions.”  West’s Education Law Reporter.  June 20, 1991.

Lee, Robert E.  “Legal Conflict Involving Home Instruction of School-Aged Children”.  

West’s Education Law Reporter.  February 28, 1991.

McCarthy, Martha M.  Public School Law: Teachers’ and Students’ Rights, 4th edition.

Allyn and Bacon, 1998.

Laws of Alabama Relating to Education, Revised 1996 edition.  

Principal’s Handbook.

Valente, William D.  Law in the Schools, 4th edition.  Prentice-Hall, 1998.

Imber, Michael.  A Teacher’s Guide to Education Law.  McGraw-Hall, 1995.

COURSE CONTENT

(Reference Table of Contents)

Introduction
Objectives:
The student will be able to:

1.
Comprehend federal and state legal authority and its impact o public education.

a.
Explain how federal, state and local laws and regulations affect education

and authority and interrelationships of national, state and local governments.

b.
Explain constitutional and statutory rights and regulations relating to students,

employees and program administration.

c.
Explain from a legal point of view why education is a state function.

Church and State and Education
2.
Comprehend how the issues of church, state, and education are impacted by legal 

authority.

a.
Explain the content of the First Amendment to the Constitution as it relates

to church and state.

b.
Comprehend how the issues of church, state, and education are dealt with in 

specific Supreme Court cases.

1.
Explain how the issues are dealt with in Cochran v. Louisiana as related

to textbooks for parochial schools.

2.
Explain how the issues are dealt with in Everson v. Board (NJ) as related

to transportation of parochial school.

3.
Explain how the issues are dealt with in Lemon v. Kurtzman as related

to parochial schools.

4.
Explain how the issues are dealt with in Illinois v. McCollum and

Zorach v. Clauson (NY) as related to released time.

5.
Explain how the issues are dealt with in Abingdon v. Schempp (PA),

Engel v. Vitale (NY) and Jaffree v. Wallace (AL) as related to Bible 


            reading and prayer.

6.
Explain how the issues are dealt with in Wisconsin v. Yoder as related

to compulsory attendance.

c.
Comprehend how other related issues affect education.

1.
Explain the impact of ESEA and I.D.E.A. on parochial education.

(Supreme Court decision, June 23, 1997)

2.
Explain the financial support of the State of Alabama to Church-related

colleges.

3.
Explain the issues related to home education.

4.
Explain the issues relating to flag salute by certain religious groups.

5.
Explain how the issues are dealt with relating to censorship of textbooks.

6.
Explain how the issues are dealt with relating to creationism, evolution,

and humanism.

State and Local Level Agencies
3.
Comprehend the constitution, powers, and responsibilities of state and local education 
agencies.

a.
Explain the State Board of Education, its constituency and powers.

b.
Explain the State Department of Education and its responsibilities, and the State

Superintendent of Education and his duties.

c.
Explain local boards of education (City and County) and their responsibilities,

and local superintendents of education and their duties.

Financial Education
4.
Comprehend the impact of court decisions on school finance.

a.
Explain the impact of Serrano v. Priest
b.
Explain the impact of Rodriquez v. San Antonio
c.
Explain the impact of the Alabama Coalition for Equity Suit.

Torts
5.
Comprehend how torts affect public education.

a.
Explain assault and battery

b.
Explain negligence

c.
Explain defamation

d.
Explain system and individual liability for constitutional violations, torts and 

contracts

Teacher Rights
6.
Comprehend teachers legal rights and responsibilities.

a.
Explain how a teacher becomes certified

b.
Explain how and why teacher certification is revoked

c.
Explain how teachers receive a contract to teach

d.
Explain the process of tenure

e.
Explain how teachers are dismissed

f.
Explain the statutory rights of Alabama certified and non-certified personnel

related to due process, tenure, transfer, suspension, and termination

g.
Explain the rights and limitations of academic freedom

Student Rights
7.
Comprehend the following concepts as they relate to education.

a.
Define concepts in your own words

b.
Explain essential characteristics of each concept.

c.
Distinguish between concepts that are similar

1.
Free speech

2.
Due process

3.
Equal protection

4.
Search and seizure

5.
Compulsory attendance

6.
Corporal punishment

7.
Dress and codes of conduct

8.
Privacy (Buckley Amendment)

d.
Discuss Supreme Court decisions with regard to students’ rights

1.
Explain the impact of Dixon v. Alabama on in loco parentis

2.
Explain the impact of In Re Gault on due process

3.
Explain the impact of Tinker v. Des Moines on freedom of speech

4.
Explain the impact of Goss v. Lopez on property rights

5.
Explain the impact of Baker v. Owen and Ingraham v. Wright on

corporal punishment

Race and Education
8.
Comprehend how issues and court cases have affected school segregation and integration.

a.
Explain the effect of de facto and de jure segregation on schools

b.
Explain the issues relating to segregation and integration in Plessy v. Fergerson 
and Brown v. Board
c.
Explain the issues relating to busing to enforce integration as they relate to the

Coleman Report

d.
Explain the impact of gerrymandering on school district lines

e.
Explain the issues related to tracking of school pupils.

Miscellaneous
9.
Comprehend the following legal procedures and demonstrate ability to accomplish the 

following through class presentation or written report.

a.
Analyze and explain a relevant court case.

(Project)

b.
Analyze a relevant statute or regulation

(Project)


c.
Evaluate the legality of a local school system policy

(Project)

d.
Research legal matters affecting school administration as assigned.

(Project)

10.
Discuss the legal issues related to the employment, evaluation, and termination of non-
certificated personnel.

EVALUATION AND MINIMUM STANDARDS
1.
Objectives one through five will be evaluated on the mid-term exam.  Each objective

will be tested by essay questions.

2.
Objectives six through ten (except objective nine) will be evaluated on the final exam.

The format is the same as in item one (above).

3.
For objectives 1-8 and 10, 80% is required to pass each objective.

4.
Related projects required under objective nine will be evaluated as part of the total 
course.  Each student must complete each project required in objective nine as follows:

Objective 9a will be evaluated according to the following standards.  

(Written or oral report)

Points

Analysis of legal issues



  25

Application of law




  25

Discussion of impact




  25

Use of language skills



              25
100

Objective 9b will be evaluated according to the following standards.  

(Written or oral report)

Points

Analyze and explain statute or regulation

  40

Discuss impact




  20

Discuss problems of implementation


  20

Use of language skills



              20
 100

Objective 9c will be evaluated according to the following standards.

(Written or oral report)

Points

Explain background of policy


              30

Explain procedure for enactment


  20

Explain application and problems


  30

Use of language skills



              20

100

Objective 9d will be evaluated according to the following standards.

(Written or oral report)

Points

Identify matter to be researched


  10

Conduct research




  40

Prepare report





  40

Use of language skills



              10
 100

5.
For objective 9, you must make 80% on each of the 4 projects in order to pass

the objective.

6.
Item one above will constitute one-third in the evaluation of student performance in this 
course.  (Exam)

7.
Item two above will constitute one-third in the evaluation of student performance in this

course.  (Exam)

8.
Item three above will constitute one-third in the evaluation of student performance in this

course.  (Projects)

9.
In order to pass the course students must pass all objectives.

GRADING
To obtain the letter grade “A”, the student must achieve ninety percent proficiency in the course.

To obtain the letter grade “B”, the student must achieve eighty percent proficiency in the course.

To obtain the letter grade “C” the student must achieve seventy percent proficiency in the course.

To obtain the letter grade “D”, the student must achieve sixty percent proficiency in the course.

A proficiency score of less than sixty percent will result in the students’ earning a letter grade of “F”.

EVALUATION
Requirements








Points

Law Position Paper







100

Case Briefs (2) and Group Reports





80

Midterm








100



Final









100

Total









380








CLASS ATTENDANCE POLICY



Each student is expected to attend all lectures, seminars, laboratories 


and field work for each registered class, including the first class session.  


Attendance is required to verify official enrollment and continuance in each 


course.



The course follows the attendance policy in the University Catalog.


You may also read information concerning Class Attendance Policy in the 


Alabama State University Course Schedule booklet.
NOTICE: Any student requiring alternative formats for testing and/ or handouts for this course, or other types of accommodations, due to handicapping conditions, should advise me within the first week of class.

