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ADM 696—Thesis in Administration II

PURPOSE OF THE COURSE
The course focuses on the development of the proposal for the thesis. In this course, the candidate uses skills learned in earlier courses to develop a review of literature related to a particular research problem; to develop research questions, hypotheses and/or objectives, to decide on methods and procedures for the study, and to analyze and interpret data. It is important to note that the development of the thesis is a collaborative exercise between the candidate and his/her thesis advisor.  Once the thesis is completed, the candidate will meet with a committee and present the proposal.  

Consistent with the conceptual framework of the College of Education entitled “The Educator as Decision-Maker,” this course helps graduate students to develop skills and abilities in research methodology —essential professional skills for decision-making.  

Textbook:  Candidates are required to read and become familiar with the following:

American Psychological Association (2001).  Publication manual of the American Psychological Association.  (5th ed.). Washington, DC: Author. 

School of Graduate Studies (1999).  Preparing your thesis:  Requirements and  guidelines.  Montgomery, AL: Alabama State University.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

The Course Objective is as follows:

Demonstrate the ability to research, write and defend an original point of view in the area of Educational Administration.  To this end, the candidate will do the following:

1. Collect and analyze data.    Write the narrative for Chapter IV – Analysis of Data.
2. Write the narrative for Chapter V – Summary, Conclusions and Recommendations. 
3. Update the narrative for Chapters I, II and III -- (change tense, etc.).
4. Update the Reference List according to APA style.

5. Prepare the Research Abstract.  
6. Present the thesis to a committee 

7. Make necessary corrections 
COURSE TOPICS

The Course Topics are as follows:

1.
Chapter IV:
FINDINGS/RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
· Introduction: List the major sub-headings under which the findings/results are displayed and discussed.

· Explain findings and link them back to information in the Literature Review.

· Use tables and graphs to present findings.

2.
Chapter V: SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

· Summarize research findings and make recommendations 

· Summarize chapters 1, 3 and 4 so that a reader may understand the entire study

3. Reference List:  Include all the citations used in the body of document. Only references 
                                         used should be included.

4. Abstract:     This is a summary of the entire study in about 100 words. It should include 
                                   the purpose, hypotheses, methodology, findings and recommendations
EXPECTATIONS

Candidates are expected …

· to meet regularly with the thesis advisor 

· to make the changes necessary to improve the proposal. 

· to conduct research

· to work diligently at completing the thesis in a reasonable amount of time – not more than two semesters

· to uphold the standards of academic integrity and honesty espoused by Alabama State University (See The Pilot, Alabama State University’s Student Handbook.)

EVALUATION & MINIMUM STANDARDS

The quality of the research will be considered when assigning a final grade.  A candidate will not be allowed to present until the advisor deems the document satisfactory.  At the presentation, the candidate must be able to explain the research study and give reasons for the statistical techniques that will be used.

GRADING

Grading Policy:  Candidates will be assigned a grade of “I”, Incomplete, if the thesis proposal is not completed by the end of the semester that they enrolled in the course.   

Three readers will grade the proposal.  The score for each reader will range from 1 to 100 points.  The three scores will be added together and an average score will be computed. 

For a grade of “A”, the candidate must achieve a minimum of 90%

For a grade of “B”, the candidate must achieve an average of 80-89%.

For a grade of “C”, the candidate must achieve an average of 70-79%.

Note: A candidate earning below “C” will be recommended to repeat the course or to withdraw from the program.

RUBRIC FOR GRADING A PROPOSAL

The following is the guide used in grading term papers.  You may use it as a guide as you write.

Quality of the Research

          

40 points  

Does the student 

· Adhere to the intellectual standards of 

Clarity           --Is the statement easily understood? Could you give an example?

Accuracy      --Is the statement true?

Precision 
   --Are more details needed? Could you be more specific?

Relevance    --Is this related to the issue at hand?

Depth           -- What are the complexities of the issue? (Avoid superficiality.)

Breadth        --Do we need to consider various viewpoints?

Logic            --Does this argument make sense?

· Establish his position clearly at the beginning of the paper?

· Argue appropriately (i.e., make statements healthy for the position)?

· Develop/justify each point?

Writing Mechanics /Style/Format






30%

Does the student 

· Use appropriate vocabulary, grammar? 

· Avoid spelling errors?

· Adopt a style, tone appropriate to a technical paper  (avoid slang, contractions, etc.)? 

· State points clearly?  Avoid wordiness?

· Use reported speech and quotations appropriately?

· Sequence ideas and paragraphs logically? Avoid one-sentence paragraphs?

· Make smooth transitions from one point/paragraph to the next?

· Follow the format for writing each chapter of the proposal?

Documentation






30%

Does the student 

· Use citations to support his arguments? 

· Use APA style correctly?

Reference List






10%

Does the student 

· List all references used?

· List all references used according to APA style?
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