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PURPOSE OF THE COURSE

COU 514, DSM-IV, is an elective course that has been approved by the Alabama Board of Examiners in Counseling as satisfying the abnormal psychology component required for license eligibility.  Its purpose is to familiarize students with the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders and with the symptoms, theories of etiology, and recommended treatments for the most important and/or frequently encountered disorders described.

Consistent with the College of Education conceptual model, this course focuses on decision making as related to the acquisition of knowledge and skills involved in diagnosing abnormal behaviors and making appropriate treatment/ referral decisions for clients from diverse sociocultural backgrounds.


COURSE OBJECTIVES

1.        Develop an understanding of the concept of abnormality.


a. Describe different perspectives of abnormality .


b. Identify models of abnormality

2.
Know the principles of psychiatric diagnosis.


a. Describe the historical origins of psychiatric evaluation.


b. Identify the positive and negative aspects of psychiatric diagnosis.

3.
Know the organization and content of DSM-IV


a. Describe the multiaxial diagnostic system


b. Identify the proper axis for each mental disorder. 

4.
Understand the uses of psychoactive medications


a. Identify the categories of psychoactive medications and the major drugs in 

each category.


b. Describe the action and side effects of drugs in each category.

5.  
Develop knowledge of the major mental disorders


a. Describe the symptoms of each disorder.


b. Identify relevant demographic information for each disorder.


c. Describe important theories of the etiology of disorders.


d. Plan the best available treatments for each disorder

6.
Develop the ability to accurately diagnose using DSM-IV


a. Given case studies, make diagnostic decisions
RUBRICS FOR EVALUATION 

1.  Objectives 1,2, 3 and 4 will be evaluated on Exam #1.  To pass objective 1-4, the student must answer correctly 70% of the objective questions. Grading is based on the number of correct answers.

2.  Objectives 5  will be evaluated on Exam #2 and #3, and on class presentations described in the Guidelines for Assignments. To pass objective 5, students must answer correctly 70% of the objective questions. and earn 70% of available credit for class presentations. Grading for objective examinations is based on number of correct answers. See assignment guidelines for grading criteria for class presentation.

3.  Objective 6 will be evaluated by having groups of students formulate DSM IV diagnoses based on case history information, as described in the Guidelines for Assignments.  To pass objective 6, students must earn 70% of available credit for this assignment. See guidelines for grading criteria.

The student’s overall grade will be determined by the following


Exam 1                 25%


Exam 2
     
   25%


Exam 3
      
   25%


Presentation         10%


Diagnosis             15%

In order to pass this course, students must pass all objectives.

To receive the letter grade “A”, the student must earn an overall average score of 90-100%.

To receive the letter grade “B”, the student must  earn an overall average score of 80-89%.

To receive a letter grade of “C”, the student must earn an overall average of 70-79%.

To receive a letter grade of “D”, the student must earn an overall average of 60-69%.

To receive a letter grade of “F” the student must earn an overall average of less than 60%

GUIDELINES FOR ASSIGNMENTS

1- Class Presentations
Each student will be asked to present at least one of the major mental disorders to the class.  This presentation should include the following information:

a. Description of the disorder: definition and symptoms

b. Subtypes, if any

c. Demographic information:  age of onset, sex ratio, prevalence, course

d. Theories of etiology

e. Treatments

In addition, please prepare, using APA style, a bibliography of at least five recent professional journal articles related to the disorder you are presenting.  The bibliography should be typed and turned in on the date of the presentation.

Grading will be based on the following criteria:

Content of presentation
   5 points

Bibliography (including quality of source materials and correctness of

APA style)


   5 points

Total credit for presentation  10 points

Note: Journal articles can be accessed online though EBSCO Host by logging onto the ASU library web site or through the Alabama Virtual Library.  In addition, the text website

(http://www.wwnorton.com/abnormal)   provides links to mental health sites/foundations for various disorders. Specific sites listed in course schedule and resource list.

2- Diagnosis
Working in small groups, you will be given case histories on which you will formulate both Axis I and Axis II DSM-IV diagnoses.  Grading will be based on the following criteria:

Correctness of primary diagnosis (Axis I or II)         10 points

Correctness of secondary diagnosis

        5 points
Total credit for assignment
          
                   15 points

Note:  All members of work groups will receive the same grade.
DISPOSITIONS

1.
This syllabus represents a proposed format, and is subject to change.

2.
 Students are expected to attend all classes.  If you miss a class, you may only make up missed work- including exams and classroom activities, such as presentations- with a written excuse from the Office of Student Affairs.(Missed exams must be taken before the next class period. No more than one makeup exam will be given to any student.)  In addition, materials and information distributed in class will not be supplied by the instructor without an official excuse, although such information may be obtained from other students.


Please note that this is the official attendance policy for ASU approved by the Board of Trustees and effective spring semester, 2004.

4.
Any student requiring alternative formats for testing and/or handouts for this course, or other types of accommodations due to a handicapping condition, should advise me within the first week of class.
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Tentative Class Schedule – Fall 2006
Week 1 (8/28)
Perspectives on Abnormality-  Chapters  1, 3, 4
9/4

Labor Day Holiday
Week 2  (9/11)
Diagnosis -  Chapter  2


Week 3  (9/18)
Psychoactive medications-  (handouts)

Week 4  (9/25)
Exam #1  chapters 1,2 3,4
Week 5  (10/2)
Anxiety Disorders - Chapters 5

Week 6  10/9)
continued


Week 7  (10/16)
Somatoform Disorders/Dissociative Disorders-  Chapter 6



http://www.angelfire.com/nj/Dissociative/

Week 8  (10/23)
  The Schizophrenias- Chapter 10
Week 9  10/30)
  Exam #2  chapters 5,6,10



Week 10  (11/6)      Mood Disorders-  Chapter 7





   http://www.ndmda.org/
Week 11 (11/13      Mood Disorders continued
Week 12 (11/20)       Eating Disorders- Chapter 8  

  

     Personality Dis- Ch 9

Week 13 (11/27)      Sexual disorders- Ch 13

                                  Developmental Disorders- Chapter 8
Week 14 (12/4)  Diagnostic Quiz-  

Week 15 (12/11)  Exam #3-  chapters 7,8,9,11,13
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