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Topical Seminar in Counseling

Purpose:
Consistent with the College of Education Conceptual Model, the main purpose of the course is to stimulate students to develop their knowledge by conducting individual library research on counseling topics of interest to them, and to study and evaluate these topics in more depth than might be possible in a traditional course.  Students will also learn to apply APA style.  The seminar atmosphere and interaction with the instructor and other students will model collaborative learning styles and prepare students for professional exploration, researching thesis topics, and making presentations in their professional organization. This course must be taken in partial fulfillment of requirements for the State Department approved "AA" certification in school counseling, and for the Education Specialist degree in school and general counseling.

Objectives:     
Students are expected to learn to:


1.  conduct literature searches using library and internet sources.


(course requirements 1 and 2)


2.  organize, condense and compile information.


(course requirements 3 and 4)

3.  use correct APA style in text and bibliographic citations.

(course requirements 4 and 5)


4.  make professional presentations.


(course requirement 6)

 Course Requirements:

1. Select three counseling topics in which you are interested, and obtain approval from the instructor to use the topic in this class for research.  Choose the topic you will study first, second and third.

2. Research each topic in the counseling journals or journals in related fields.  Choose at least seven journal articles on each topic.

3.  For each journal article, write the reference at the top of the page in APA style, thoroughly summarize the article in two or three pages.  Follow this procedure for each article.

4.  For each topic, write a five-page summary by combining all seven articles into a concise, meaningful short paper.  This summary should be written in APA style.

5. Finally, add a reference page, listing the seven journal articles in APA style.

6.  At the appointed class, verbally present the paper, and answer questions posed by the teacher and other students.

Rubrics for Evaluation:  Each topic will be graded according to the following criteria:

1- Seven 2-3 page summaries 


a. organization, grammar, clarity of expression- 
7 points


b. correct APA style-




3 points

             total points for each 2-3 page summary
          10 points x 7 summaries = 70 
2-  One 5 page summary of the seven articles on one topic


a. organization, grammar, clarity of expression
7 points


b. correct APA style




3 points


total points for each 5 page summary


10 points

3- One reference page- correct APA style


10 points
4- Class presentation – organization, interest


10 points
Total points for each topic



100 points

Final grades will be based on an average of the grades for the three topics

Grading will be as follows:

90-100 
A

80-89

B

70-79

C


60-69

D

Attendance:


Students are expected to attend all scheduled classes, participate in class discussions, and submit work on time.  

The instructor will help make arrangements to accommodate any special needs that students may have with respect to speech, hearing, vision, or other handicapping conditions.  The student is responsible for communicating these needs.
SOURCE MATERIALS

Alabama State University Library   http://www.alasu.edu/

Alabama Virtual Library    http://www.avl.lib.al.us
American Psychological Association website: http://www.apa.org
American Psychological Association (2001). Publication Manual (5th ed.). Washington, D.C.:


Author. ISBN 1-55798-791-2

Szuchman, L. T. (2002). Writing with style: APA style for counseling. Pacific Grove: CA.          
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