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PURPOSE OF THE COURSE


This course(s) is taken by students nearing the end of their training for the AA certification in School Counseling.  It enables the student to provide evidence of ability to

(a) consolidate knowledge of counseling issues in order to identify areas where more research is needed and formulate a research hypothesis;
(b) research the literature using a variety of source materials;

(c) design an original research project using acquired knowledge of research design and data analysis;

(d) write a formal and professional paper according to the guidelines of the School of Graduate Studies and the publication style of the American Psychological Association.

The field study is similar in format and content to the thesis.  The primary differences are:

1- No advisory committee is appointed.  The student's advisor will be the director and evaluator.

2- Requirements are less stringent in terms of sophistication of research design and comprehensiveness of literature review.

3- Formatting requirements are less rigid since the document will not be bound.

FIELD STUDY I

In this phase of the study students prepare a research proposal that constitutes the first three chapters of the study.  This proposal includes:

-Cover page

-Abstract

- Table of Contents

- List of Tables

- Chapter I


Statement of Problem


Purpose and Objectives


Hypotheses


Limitations


Definition of Terms

-Chapter II    Review of the Literature   

This literature review should set the stage for and lead up to the research question.

-Chapter II     Methods and Procedures


Design of the Study


Participants


Data Collection


Instrumentation


Data Analysis

FIELD STUDY II
After, but not until, the advisor approves the proposal, the student may begin to collect and analyze data.  This second phase includes:

- Chapter IV


Results

-Chapter V


Summary


Conclusions


Recommendation

EVALUATION AND MINIMUM STANDARDS

Field studies will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

(1) Text citations and bibliographic entries are correct APA style

(2) There are no grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. Please note that the advisors are not proofreaders.  You are responsible for composition.

(5)  The literature review is organized and relevant to the study topic

(6)  The hypotheses are stated correctly and are consistent with the purpose of the study

(7) The research design and data analysis techniques are appropriate to the research question

(8) The conclusions and recommendations are based on the results of the study

PLEASE SEE THE COUNSELOR EDUCATION POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL FOR STEP BY STEP DETAILS ON PROGRESSING THROUGH THE STUDY.
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