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THIS COURSE is designed to introduce beginning students to the nature and dimensions of early childhood education, its place in the total spectrum of American education, and to acquaint students with the role of the early childhood teacher. It is expected that participation in this course will contribute to the student’s knowledge, skills, abilities, and attitudes that are necessary to make sound decisions for guiding the learning-developmental experiences of all young children and particularly those in schooling context.

THE FORMAT for this course will consist of the following: Lectures, discussion, oral reports, demonstrations, audio-visuals, laboratory experiences, use case study and work.  The instructor will guide the agenda; each student is expected to actively participate. In order to participate, he or she must read the assigned text and complete all assignments prior to class. Each student will be required to contribute knowledge base to peers via assigned reports, and beginning with verbal performance. All written assignments must be professionally formatted (See instructor for print and media resources).

ASSESMENT (See Knowledge Base and Assessment Attached)

TEXTBOOK: 
Driscoll, A., & Nagel, N.G. (1999). Early Childhood Education Birth- 8. MA: Allyn & Bacon

RESOURCES:
Periodicals on all resources in Levi Watkins Learning Center. Resources file with current research studies. Secondary source are in instructor’s office. Copy to each student websites: ERIC or other sites may be sources of knowledge. Students will be guided to aide a practicum experience that represents adversity of programs not only in schooling but also in community, state, and natural social institutions.

A minimum of 5 hours at an assigned early childhood site is required.

INSRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES

Students will begin course with study of Knowledge Base and subsequent conceptual framework (See attached outline; Knowledge Base)

Since EDU 360 is the first course in the sequence of ECE major, standards will be studied of the completion of objectives, which will facilitate concepts of reflective practice teacher characteristics dispositions.

I.
Demonstrate knowledge of historical foundations of early childhood education (ECE).

A.
Know significant influences in the history of early childhood education note development of social sciences concepts.

1. Construct a time-line tracing the European influence in the history of early childhood education. Include dates, identify philosophies of significant individuals, and summarize their contributions.              

2. Construct a time –line tracing the history of early childhood education in America. Include dates, events, identify philosophies of significant philosophies of significant individuals, and summarize their contributions to ECE in America.

3. Identify and summarize three significant trends in early childhood education, during the 1970s and 1980s in America.

II.
Demonstrate knowledge of current sociological trends and research findings and their applications to early childhood education.

A.
Identify factors influencing current trends for early childhood education.

1.Identify/summarize an example of social issues, research findings, and national concerns that contributed to current trends for ECE programs.

2.Identify/ summarize five predictions for future ECE trends. Your response should relate to predictions for social changes, research issues, and national concerns.

3.Review an article that documents the effectiveness of ECE. Summarize how the findings influence (or may influence) trends in ECE programs.

4.Define “early childhood education.” Identify eight ECE settings; identify distinguishing purposes and /or features of each. Acknowledge which settings appear primarily responsive to social issues, research findings, or national concerns.

B.
Students will began developing meaning of conceptual terms used professionally.

III.
Demonstrate knowledge of values, the existence of codes of ethnics in professional life, the need for continuous professional growth, and awareness of avenues of professional growth.

A.
Recognize channels for promoting professional development and current knowledge bases for ECE practitioners.

1.Identify two professional ECE organizations. Summarize their contributions to knowledge bases and professional development for ECE practitioners.

2.Identify and examine volumes from three professional journals for ECE. Summarize the usefulness of information to promoting knowledge bases and professional development for ECE practitioners.

3.Summarize how teacher’s values and professional ethics affect the lives of children and families. Include examples of values and professional ethics that are appropriate for ECE teachers.

4.Identify qualities that are desirable for ECE teachers and essential to effective teaching including the following:


a. command of communication skill


b. positive interpersonal skills


c. professional ethics, positive regard for the rights of children, and a sense of


 responsibilities to children and families.

IV.
Demonstrate knowledge of philosophical foundations of early childhood education. Demonstrate knowledge of the relationship of federal and state regulations, local policies and procedures to the role of the ECE teacher, and to curriculum development.

A.
Know philosophical underpinnings for early childhood education programs.


1. Identify three bases for educational goals in the early childhood.


2. Define,” developmental tasks;” identify the ten developmental tasks according 


to Havighurst.


3. Identify examples of goals based on each of the ten developmental tasks.


4. Identify/state an example of a guiding philosophy for ECE that is based on 


children’s needs, parental needs, and values.


5. Identify/state examples of ways the following agents regulate/impact the ECE 


curriculum and the teacher’s role:


a. federal legislation


b. state legislation


c. local policies and procedures

V.
Demonstrate knowledge of criteria used in selecting and evaluating available space, resources, experiences, and equipment appropriate to the divergent components of the ECE curriculum.

A.
Comprehend the relationship between children’s characteristics and early childhood education programs.

1. List the stages of early childhood; identify typical characteristics and early childhood education programs.


2. Define the following:


a)synchrony, b) sense of trust, c) sense of autonomy, d) solitary play, and 


e) parallel play. Discuss these concepts in relation to planning the early childhood 


education program.


3. Identify and discuss factors related to children’s characteristics in determining 


size and age-range within early childhood groups.

4. List four sources of information about individual children. Explain the  application of individual profile data planning the early childhood education program.

B.
Know guidelines for planning and organizing the early childhood education setting.

1. List examples of building materials and procedures that help reduce noise levels in a setting.


2. List desirable characteristics for each of the following:


a. locker space,


b. resting space,


c. eating space, and


d. bathroom space.

VI.
Demonstrate knowledge of the organization, administration, and operation of programs for young children and the relationship of early childhood education to the total school curriculum.

A.
Know the bases for planning and implementing curriculum activities in early childhood education using both content and process from application of historical concepts to the present (Example “New Math” in the early 70’s).

1. Summarize each curriculum activity areas in early childhood education for language development   Present use PowerPoint presentation to peers how the area was developed and the advancement to present  explicitly detailing math and science.
2. Identify one general objective for each of the ten basic activity areas in the early childhood education. State how achieving ECE goals relate to children’s success in the total school curriculum K-6). Each activity must be explicit for math and science.
3. Identify one activity area in early childhood education and list two experiences that are appropriate for each. Include learning plans that address threes areas of subject content. Each learning plan must include the scope and sequence appropriate to children development.
VII.
Comprehend managerial functions of early childhood teachers.

A.
List and define five managerial tasks for teachers.

B.
Justify the need for paid planning time.

C.
Contrast cumulative plan and resource unit plan.

D.
Contrast social and technical decisions.

E.
Identify and summarize ten guidelines for planning effective programs for 


Children.

INVENTORY- PRO-FORMA
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1.
List courses in professional education you have completed or are presently enrolled in Fall, 2001 Semester.

2.
Who is your advisor, and what is your plan for completing entry into professional education?


3.
What is your motivation for choosing Early Childhood as a major?

4.
What is your present opinion regarding public education?

5.
How does each course in (core) liberal education requirements establish a base for your entry into professional education?

6.
What is the difference between childcare and child development programs?

7.
List specific models of Early Childhood Education programs of which you are familiar.

8.
What is a theory, and why is a theory important to education professionals?

9.
List some of the characteristics of young children and how schools may be organized to appreciate those characteristics.

10.
What is your experience in observing young children?

11.
What is your philosophy of development of all participants in the educational process?

12.
What do you need to know to be a teacher of young children?

ASSESSMENT ATTACHMENT

Students must study and be able to analyze the process of linking standards objectives and assessments. Students must began to develop concepts that differentiate among evaluation, assessment and (grade) reporting. Students will have opportunity to develop the appreciation of assessment to successful teaching. (See assignments attached to course syllabus)

A pro-forma inventory will be completed by each student to determine present knowledge related to this course. Pro-forma inventory results will be analyzed by student peer group and instructor. Results will inform objectives of course with students decision making as a value tool. Student pro-forma and formative cumulative data will be analyzed for course grade.

Summative data will enclose review of all performances. Grade will be measurable using qualitative methods.

ASSESSMENT
Assessment will include at least one performance in each objective. Students will write case study demonstrating how performances are effective with children. Grade will be “B”.

Students will complete a merging of performances for each objective and a videotape or photographs of student completing interaction in schools. Grade will be “A”.

Program Approval Requirements
STATE OF ALABAMA QUALITY STANDARDS ADDRESSEDFOR THIS COURSE
(1)(c)1.(iv)
Knowledge of the content standards and the scope of sequence of the subject areas of one’s teaching field as defined in the Alabama courses of study for those teaching fields.

(2)(c)3.(i)
Knowledge of norms and structures that contribute to a safe and stimulating learning environment.

(2)(c)4.(i)
Knowledge of research and theory underpinning effective teaching and learning.

(5)(c)4.(iv)
Ability to assume increased leadership responsibility in school, district, and state improvement initiatives  over the course of one’s professional career.

(5)(c)5.(i)
Knowledge of appropriate professional behavior and dispositions expected of professionals as outlined in the Alabama Educator Code of Ethics.
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Revised Objectives

  Taking into account the pro-forma each student completed (see inventory).Alterations in the objectives and strategies to meet those objectives, the following outline to be followed for each class session will be revised. How you plan to advocate for level curriculum in a  triad of peers.
Intent of the course will be focused on. Persons in the process of education will be emphasized.

You will be responsible for all readings, class discussion content, sources of professional data, and experiences that provide support units for formal and informal knowledge, that will be reviewed, analyzed, revised. These revisions will be a point of reference, the results of which will provide a broad and detailed exposition of realities, and contextual and comprehensive (wholistic) practices undergirding each child’s development.

The first phase of the course will be centered on teachers and their profession. ALL INDIVIDUALS in schools, parents as equal partners in educating children, individually, and collectively. Perhaps the most important changes are societal, manifested by: Lack of value for individual persons, the diffusion of familial care for children, the dissolution of the Juvenile Justice system, need for counseling services, the role of governance and its effect on children, educational programs, children in poverty and the possibilities for escaping the results of poverty.

EDU 360 is shifting emphasis from introduction of education (ECE) toward developing foundations of early education.

The following conceptual terms must have a meaning that is clarified in communication. These terms are NOT subject to definitions-only interpretations of meaning:


1.
Professional


2.
Childcare


3.
Child development


4.
Developmentally appropriate curriculum-DAP


5.
Inclusion


6.
Evaluation/assessment


7.
Testing/standardized testing


8.
Psychometry


9.
Readiness


10.
Outcome based objectives


11.
Stages


12.
Accountability


13.
Intelligence


14.
Tracking


15.
Theorists


16.
Philosophers


17.
Competency based education


18.
Teacher characteristics


19.
Level


20.
Basics

