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Purpose of the Course

The primary objective for EDU 361 is to explore and prepare curriculum activities that are appropriate for guiding the learning/developmental experiences of children from three- to 8- years of age.  Emphasis is on designing activities that promote children’s creative expression, as well as intellectual development, through participation in culturally and developmentally appropriate learning experiences.  Basic terminology and concepts applied to planning and implementing learning activities will be introduced.

Activities are compiled as a resource file to enable students to enter field experiences with readily available materials.   It is expected that each student will compile a more extensive body of resources during his or her residence in the College of Education.
Candidates are provided opportunities to acquire knowledge of “Techniques for using manipulative materials and play instruments for enhancing development and learning;” and 2(a)5--opportunities to acquire “academic knowledge and methods to plan and provide developmentally appropriate curriculum for early childhood students in accordance with Alabama Kindergartens and Alabama Courses of Study.”
Each student will complete a file of folder games appropriate for children in early childhood, ages three- through eight- years of age that are compatible with the respective standards in the Alabama Course of Study and Alabama Kindergartens.  A differentiation must be made of very young children (3&4) and young children 5(K)-3rd grade (age 8).
Evaluation and Minimum Standards

To achieve Objectives I-VII, the student must acquire a minimum of 70% of the points for each objective.  The guidelines for completing and the total quality points are identified within each objective.  Objectives I-VI total 350 points. 
Evaluation Scale: 
A   =   
315-350
B
= 
280-314

C
=
245-279

D
=
210-244

	Objective I
	This objective will be evaluated on the basis of (A) accuracy of summary to theoretical perspectives, (B) summary of implementation, and         (C) relatedness of the summary to planning activities for young children.  Total  possible points= 45.   Standard rules of writing and English apply. 

	Objectives II-VI
	Objectives II-V will be evaluated the basis of (A) appropriateness for curriculum activity and level, (B) appropriateness of teaching objective(s) and SDE standard, (C) compatibility of teaching objective(s) and performance outcome(s), and (D) attractiveness, neatness, durability.

	Objective VII
	This objective will be evaluated on a written exam (100 points)


Instructional Objectives

I.
Demonstrate knowledge to provide children from birth through grade three with experiences designed to promote learning and development through participation in expressive and creative activities and verbal and physical interactions with materials and natural phenomena in developmentally appropriate ways (45 points).  SDE 2(a)1 


A.
Know Piaget’s stages of cognitive development.

       1.
Write a summary paper on Piaget’s stages of cognitive development and describe prominent characteristics of the child during each stage (10 points).

2.
Summarize how your research is useful in planning 



developmentally appropriate activities (5 points).

B.
Prepare materials and demonstrate with children 3-5, and 7 -years of age Piaget’s classification or serration tasks (5 points). 
      Summarize results in a written report (5 points). 
      In a written report, discuss how this information may be useful in or planning developmentally appropriate activities (5 points).

C. Prepare materials and demonstrate with children ages 3, 5, and 7 Piaget’s conservation tasks (5 points). 
      Summarize results in a written report (5 points). 
      
Discuss how this information may be useful in or planning       developmentally appropriate activities (5 points).

II.
Demonstrate ability to plan activities to promote the child’s acquisition of mathematical concepts (40 points).  SDE 2(a)1; 2(a)5

A.
Prepare an activity for one of the following goals: (10 points)



1.
To promote acquisition of the concept of cardinal.



2.
To promote acquisition of the concept ordinal number.

   
B.
Prepare an activity for one of the following goals: (10 points)



1.
To promote acquisition of the concepts: greater than and less                                   than.



      2.
To promote acquisition of the concept of pairing or matching 




sets.

C. Attractiveness, neatness, durability of activity (5 points).

       For each activity, on a 3x5 index card attached to each activity:

1. State the level for which the activity was prepared (5points).

2. State the teaching objective and SDE standard (5 points).

3. State the expected performance objective (5 points).

III.
Demonstrate ability to plan activities to develop skills in 


language arts (40 points).  SDE 2(a)1; 2(a)5

A.
Prepare an activity for one of the following goals: (10 points)



1.
To communicate ideas using complete sentences.



2.
To learn and use new vocabulary words to communicate 




ideas.



3.
To acquire and new concepts to communicate ideas.



4.
To listen and discriminate sounds.



5.
To listen and follow directions



6.
To listen and recall the sequence of events.


B.
Prepare an activity for one of the following goals: (10 points)



1.
To recognize and name letters (upper and lower case)



2.
To recognize and discriminate beginning letter sounds



3.
To discriminate visual patterns



4.
To develop eye-hand coordination to promote pre-writing 




skills.

C.
Attractiveness, neatness, durability of materials (5 points).
      For each activity, on a 3x5 index card attached to each activity:

1.
State the level for which the activity was prepared (5points).



2.
State the teaching objective and SDE standard (5 points).


3.
State the expected performance objective (5 points).
IV.
Demonstrate ability to plan activities to promote good health and safety habits (45 points).  SDE 2(a)1; 2(a)5
A.
Sketch a teaching bulletin board designed to accomplish each of the following (for a total of 4 sketches): (20 points)


1. 
Focus the child’s attention on safety


2.
Focus the child’s attention on good health habits.


3.
Focus the child’s attention on prevention of illness/disease


4.
Focus the child’s attention on avoiding strangers.
B. Attractiveness, neatness, durability of materials (5 points).

      For each activity, on a 3x5 index card attached to each activity:



1.
State the level for which the activity was prepared (5points).


2.
State the teaching objective and SDE standard (5 points).



3.
State the expected performance objective  (5 points).

4.
Use technology to generate the designs (5).

V.
Demonstrate ability to prepare nutrition and cooking activities that promote cognitive, affective, and psycho-motor development. Identify the level for which the activity is prepared (40 points).  SDE 2(a)1; 2(a)5
A.
Prepare an activity designed to promote the child’s acquisition of the concept, “healthful foods.” (10 points)

B.
Prepare a nutrition or cooking activity designed to support the child’s acquisition of knowledge, skills, and attitudes in one of the following curriculum areas: (10 points)


1. 
Mathematics


2.
Language Arts


3.
Physical/Biological Sciences

C.
Health and Safety


1.
Personal/Social Development


2.
Creative Arts

D. Attractiveness, neatness, durability of materials (5 points).
      For each activity, on a 3x5 index card attached to each activity:

1. State the level for which the activity was prepared (5points).

2. State the teaching objective and SDE standard (5 points).

3. State the expected performance objective (5 points).
VI.
Demonstrate ability to prepare activities to promote learning/development through the creative arts (20 points).


SDE 2(a)1; 2(a)5
A.
Prepare an activity to promote creative expression, incorporating one or more of the following modes: (40 points)


1.
Art/Woodwork


2.
Music


3.
Drama


4.
Body Movement

B. Attractiveness,  neatness, durability of materials (5 points).

      For each activity, on a 3x5 index card attached to each activity:

1. State the level for which the activity was prepared (5points).

2.
State the teaching objective and SDE standard (5 points).


3.
State the expected performance objective (5 points).

VII.    Final Exam: Demonstrate knowledge of basic terminology and
            concepts applied to planning and implementing learning              activities (100 points).  SDE 2(a)1; 2(a)5
            The contents of this exam will relate to materials covered in the assigned 
            texts as well as other materials presented during classes.  
Course Requirements and Materials
Regular class attendance and participation.

Text:
Herr, Judy. Creative Resources. Delmar Publishers, 1990.

Alabama Kindergartens, Bulletin 1987, No. 28

- All materials must be submitted on time.  

- At the end of the semester, all materials must be submitted as a resource file. 

- The instructor will provide selected templates for activities, and a list of additional materials needed.  Additional materials include scissors, colored file folders, paper glue, assorted permanent markers, and accordion type file folder to submit completed materials.  
State of Alabama Quality Teaching Standards Addressed in this Course

(1)(c)1.(iv)
Knowledge of the content standards and the scope of sequence of the subject areas of one’s teaching field as defined in the Alabama courses of study for those teaching fields.

(2)(c)2.(i)
Knowledge of the importance of developing learning objectives based on the Alabama courses of study and the needs, interests, and abilities of students.

 (2)(c)3.(i)
Knowledge of norms and structures that contribute to a safe and stimulating learning environment.

`(2)(c)4.(i)
Knowledge of research and theory underpinning effective teaching and learning.

