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Purpose of the Course

The purpose of this course is to provide a knowledge base/conceptual framework/pedagogy for planning and implementing the language arts curriculum for children ages p-3 years of age. The application of theoretical and philosophical concepts will be emphasized as well as technologies. Developmental safety needs will be reviewed and applied in all learning contexts.
Alabama State Department of Education Rules:
The Early Childhood Education Program incorporates the rules of the Alabama State Department of Education into its coursework. Both the areas of knowledge and ability as required in the rules of the Alabama State Department reflect the knowledge base conceptual model emphasizing pedagogy information processing adopted by the College of Education at Alabama State University (Robert Steinberg, 1985, 1996, 2001, 2006).

The student will possess knowledge in the areas of:

I. Classroom safety and learning environments and activities that develop and extend student proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, and listening.
II. Developmental stages of handwriting and spelling, knowledge development, beginning reading, phonetic relationships, listening, speaking, storytelling and appreciation of content of stories.
III. Academic knowledge and methods to plan and provide a developmentally appropriate curriculum for early childhood students in accordance with Alabama Kindergartens and Alabama Course of Study for Language Arts, including writing and spelling, phonetic strategies, creative writing.
IV. Understanding how learners’ knowledge is influenced by individual experiences, talents, and values from community and home:

A. specifically knowing the characteristics of each learner’s culture;
B. the use of language; and

C. the likenesses and differences compared to other cultures.

V.
How varying resources can bridge curriculum goals and experiences through use of media communication technologies enriching learning opportunities.

The student will possess abilities in the following areas, which will be incorporated into the creation and demonstration of unit and learning planning emphasizing integration of content.


1.
Develop for implementation systematic program of literacy instruction that is compatible with the ways that learning occurs and is enhanced by information processing (Steinberg).


2.
Facilitate children’s development and skills in communication, creative expression, and interpersonal relationships.
Methodology 

The format for EDU 369 will consist of the following methods: lectures, discussions, oral reports, demonstrations, and role-playing. Student involvement is crucial to the lecturing outcomes of this course.

State of Alabama Quality Standards Addressed in this Course

(1)(c)(1)(i) 
Knowledge of the structure of the academic disciplines related to the subject matter content areas of instruction and of the important facts and central concepts, principles, theories, and tools of inquiry associated with these disciplines.

(1)(c)(1)(ii)
Knowledge of ways to organize and present content so that it is meaningful and engaging to all learners whom they teach (pedagogical knowledge).

(2)(c)1(ii)
Knowledge of the role of language in learning.

(2)(c)(4)(ii)
 Knowledge of a wide range of research-based instructional strategies and the advantages and disadvantages associated with each.

(3)(c)1(i)
Knowledge of standard oral and written communications.

(3)(c)1(ii)
Knowledge of the impact of native language and linguistic background on language acquisition.

(5)(c)3(i)
Knowledge of current and emerging state initiatives and program including, but not limited to, the Alabama Reading Initiative(ARI); the Alabama Math, Science and Technology Initiative (AMSTI); Alabama Learning Exchange (ALEX); the Alabama Connecting Classroom Educators and Students Statewide (ACCESS) and their relationship to student achievement. 
4(3)(c)1(ii)
Knowledge of media communication technologies that enrich learning opportunities.
Course Requirements

1.
Students will participate in a laboratory experience in which they are assigned to Montgomery public schools, HeadStart Centers, private programs for children N to K and K-3.
2.
All written work that is turned in to meet class requirements is expected to be proofread and edited, such as spelling, grammar, and punctuation are correct.

3.
TEXTBOOK:
Alabama Course of Study, Kindergartens, and Early Childhood Experiences in Language Arts by Machado.

Instructional Objectives

By the conclusion of this course, the student will have completed each of the following and will have attained 70 on each assignment:
I.
Demonstrate knowledge of concepts and principles involved in language arts instruction--assessed through written examination.

A.
Summarize the development stages of oral language, ages 


3-8 years old, encouraging the phonemic and grapheme correspondence.

B.
Summarize the significance of incorporating writing experiences as a vehicle for learning to read and learning to use oral language fluently.

C.
Summarize the significance of incorporating reading, writing, and speaking activities in the content areas as a means of integrating fostering language skills across the curriculum.

II.
Design a classroom environment that is language-rich and facilitate student’s literacy development (Refer to Alabama Course of Study—Language Arts), use technology to generate the design. Present and explain design to the class.

III.
Develop for implementation a systematic program of literacy instruction that is compatible  with the ways that learning occurs  in preschool and elementary-aged children (K-3).

A.
Using the role of the educator as decision maker in planning implementing, and evaluating learning experiences, the candidates will prepare a unit plan that reflects the application of developmentally practices (D & CAP). Guidelines will be provided by the instructor.

IV.
Present one of the above units to the class. The format of presentation will be provided by the instructor.


Select one of the following:

1. 
Prepare a unit plan demonstrating the literature-based approach.

2. 
Prepare a unit plan demonstrating the teaching of listening.
3. 
Prepare a unit demonstrating the teaching of oral fluency.

4. 
Prepare a unit demonstrating the teaching of creative writing experiences.

5. 
Prepare a unit demonstrating the use of poetry.

6. 
Prepare a unit plan demonstrating the teaching of grammatical and technical writing skills

Assessment Objectives
Each objective will be assessed based upon the criteria stated in the objective. Each objective must be passed in order to meet the requirements of this course. Following is compiled for each score.

	Objectives
	Assessment
	Quality Points

	I
	This objective will be evaluated by three written exams.
	300

	II
	This objective will be evaluated using the attached guidelines.
	100

	III
	This objective will be evaluated using the attached guidelines
	100

	IV
	This objective will be evaluated using the attached guidelines
	100


Grading Scale:

A  
= 
540 - 600
B  
= 
480 - 539
C  
= 
420 - 479
D 
= 
360 - 419
