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     Course Name

COURSE NUMBER:
EDU 371

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course is designed to introduce prospective teachers to 


methods and materials used in teaching social studies in 


early childhood education. Emphasis is placed upon the 


relationship of theory to practice in teaching children P-3. 


In addition to on-campus class sessions, participation 


in a laboratory experience is required.

REQUIRED:
Enrollment in Early Childhood Education Block: EDU 369, 


EDU 370, EDU 371, and EDU 424.

CREDIT HOURS:
3 Semester Hours

INSTRUCTOR:
Dr. Kathleen P. Tyler

TELEPHONE:
(334) 229-4268
OFFICE:
108 Councill Hall

OFFICE HOURS:
As posted or by appointment

ATTENDANCE POLICY:
See University Bulletin 
ANY STUDENT REQUIRING ALTERNATIVE FORMATS FOR TESTING AND/OR HANDOUTS FOR THIS COURSE, OR OTHER TYPES OF ACCOMODATIONS, DUE TO A HANDICAPPING CONDIITON, SHOULD ADVISE THE INSRUCTOR WITHIN THE FIRST WEEK OF CLASSES.
APPROVED BY:                          ______________________________________

                                                         Department Chair                                      Date

                                                         ______________________________________

                                                         Dean                                                           Date

Revised 2007
The Early Childhood Education Program is informed by standards of NAEYC, INTASC and NCATE areas of knowledge and ability of the Alabama State Department of Education contribute to the conceptual model of the educator as decision-maker as represented by the philosophy adopted by the College of Education at Alabama State University. A review of establishing a safe and developmentally appropriate environment both inside and outside the classroom will be reviewed in addition to the following knowledges.
The student will possess knowledge in the areas of:

1.
how to stimulate critical thinking and problem solving in social studies content areas of social science, history, geography, political science and economics;

2.
how groups influence individuals, and how individuals influence groups in a


democratic society; 
3.
how to help individuals work productively and cooperatively with others;

4.
how to model, teach, and integrate multicultural awareness, acceptance, and 


appreciation, and how to obtain and use information about cultural and 


community diversity as resources for instruction;

5.
how to apply the state course(s) of study applicable to his/her teaching fields


relate(s) to other teaching fields;

6.
how the knowledge base and conceptual framework facilitate instruction pedagogy is basis and guide for curriculum development; 

7.
advantages and limitations associated with various instructional strategies, 


and how the knowledge base links achievement with objectives;
8.
when and how to adjust plans based on student responses and other 


contingencies;

9.
how to use a wide variety of school and community materials and human 


technologies resources;
10.  
how to link knowledge base strategies that promote student learning and increase student self-esteem;

11.
how to create a learning climate in which individual differences are respected, and the influence of knowledge base in continuous revision of goals;
12.
how to access school community, state, and other resources and referral services;

13.
how to establish curriculum goals and objectives that use the state course(s) of 


study applicable to his/her teaching field(s) and textbooks currently used in 


the schools to plan and teach;

14.
how to plan learning opportunities appropriate for students’ learning styles, including interdisciplinary instruction;

15.
how to use a variety of strategies such as cooperative learning, discussion, discovery, problem-based learning, and direct instruction in teaching;

16.
how to encourage students to recognize, question, and interpret ideas from a variety of perspectives;

17.
how to model appropriate verbal and written communication;

18.
how to select teaching resources and curriculum materials appropriate for students with diverse backgrounds and reading skills; and

19.
how to organize, allocate and manage the resources of time, space, and activities.

PURPOSE OF THE COURSE

The purpose of this course is to emphasize the development of a knowledge base that undergirds curriculum planning and implementing the social studies program for children ages 3 to 8 years of age.  Resources for the social studies curriculum will be identified.  The concept-based and thematic approaches will be emphasized as methods for organizing learning experiences and integrating social studies learning in the total spectrum of the early childhood curriculum.  The application of the knowledge base and subsequent conceptual framework concepts will be emphasized, as students are required to participate in both in-class demonstrations and practicum experiences.  Concepts proceed from intuitive inductive reasoning to deductive and logical operations.
METHODOLOGY

The format for EDU 371 will consist of the following methods:  lectures, discussions, oral reports, demonstrations, observations, role-playing, and audiovisual materials. Student involvement in varying contexts of learning is crucial to the learning outcomes of this course.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1.
Students will participate in a laboratory experience in which they are assigned to one teacher in Montgomery schools for a period of one day for nine weeks. During this time, the student will be provided a learning environment in which they can apply their learning.

2.
Evaluation will be based upon the students’ lesson planning and presentation.

3.
ALL written work that is turned in to meet class requirements is expected to be proofread and edited, such that spelling, grammar, and punctuation are correct.  One half (1/2) point will be taken off for each of these errors that are included in written assignments for evaluation.

4.
TEXTBOOK:  Seefeldt, Carol.  Social Studies for the Preschool-Primary Child      (6th Edition).  Columbus, OH:  Merrill Publishing Company.

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES

By the conclusion of this course, the student will have completed each of the following and will have attained at minimum a percentage of 70 on each assignment:

I.
How to stimulate critical thinking and problem solving.

· The student will select a topic/theme/unit in the area of social studies in which he/she develops five (5) activities, which will motivate children’s learning and stimulate their critical thinking and problem solving.

· Each activity is worth 5 points, for a total of 25 points possible in evaluation.

II.
How groups influence individuals, and how individuals influence groups in a democratic society. 

· The student will choose one selection from a book of literature (fiction, non-fiction, poetry) in which the act of peer pressure is a theme. From this selection, the student will create any activity in which individual differences are respected.

· The lesson will include

· A motivational technique (2 points),

· Objectives (3 points),

· Procedure (3 points),

· List of materials (2 points),

· Identification of how the children are involved (3 points), and

· Evaluation of learning (2 points).

The number of points possible for the evaluation of this activity is 15.

III.

Through use of a variety of school and community materials and human technological resources, the student will use modeling, teaching, and integrating multicultural awareness, acceptance, and appreciation.

· The student will identify five (5) activities on multicultural awareness using community resources. The identification of the activity will be worth five (5) points. The student must identify five individuals, agencies, or other organizations (one for each activity) from which he/she can specify the name, address, and telephone number of that resource. One (1) point will be given for the identification of each of these resources for a combined total of 30 points.

IV.

How to apply the state course(s) of study applicable to the area of social studies in the elementary school, using a variety of strategies such as cooperative learning, discussion, discovery, problem-based learning and direct instruction in teaching.

· The student will identify five objectives from the Alabama State Course of Study for Social Studies and define how he/she can integrate activities using at least three of the above-noted methodologies in at least two of the areas of language arts, science, or math. Each objective will be worth on (1) point and each integrated activity will be worth four (4) points for a total of 25 points.

V.

Note the advantages and disadvantages associated with various instructional strategies.

· From identification of individual learning styles of two colleagues in your class, plan learning activity integrating social studies with one other subject area that would meet/match the learning style of that person. The student will write two-lesson plans- one for each individual learning style of his/her colleague.

· Each learning plan will be evaluated using the before-mentioned standards:

· Motivational technique (2points),

· Objectives (3 points),

· Procedure (3 points),

· List of materials (2 points),

· Identification of how the children are involved (3 points), and

· Evaluation of learning (2 points).




There will be two lesson plans developed; therefore, there will be 15 points for each lesson plan with a maximum number of 30 points possible for this objective.
ASSESSMENT

A pro-forma inventory for each student will result in realignment of objectives goal and assessment.

(1.)

Each candidate will develop a resource file from all experiences. Resources file will contain formative data that will be aggregated to reflect summative data.

(2.)

In school observations will be analyzed using all materials (regarding anecdotal notes/conference with school faculty) child developed work dated and documented.

(3.)

Performance assessment by individual peer group and instrument will be assessed with NAEYC checklist.

Each objective will be evaluated based upon the criteria stated in the objective. Each objective must be passed in order to meet the requirements of this course. Following is the compiled scoring for each objective.

(1) Students who develop a resource file (NAEYC Standards, NCATE) and observations with written review of experience. Students completing these objectives will earn a grade of “B”.

(2) Students who complete all criteria plus evidence including videotapes in interactions and seminar of how social studies is integrated with other curriculum area will receive a grade of “A”.

STATE OF ALABAMA QUALITY  STANDARDS ADDRESSED FOR THIS COURSE
(1)(c)(1).(i) 
Knowledge of the structure of the academic disciplines related to the subject matter content areas of instruction and of the important facts and central concepts, principles, theories, and tools of inquiry associated with these disciplines.
 (1)(c)(1).(ii)
Knowledge of ways to organize and present content so that it is meaningful and engaging to all learners whom they teach (pedagogical knowledge).

(2)(c)(4).(ii)
 Knowledge of a wide range of research-based instructional strategies and the advantages and disadvantages associated with each.

(5)(c)3.(i)
Knowledge of current and emerging state initiatives and program including, but not limited to, the Alabama Reading Initiative(ARI); the Alabama Math, Science and Technology Initiative (AMSTI); Alabama Learning Exchange (ALEX); the Alabama Connecting Classroom Educators and Students Statewide (ACCESS) and their relationship to student achievement. 

NAEYC-INTASC--
(3.1) (3.2) (3.4) (3.5)

EDU 371 Social Studies in ECE

Students are required to review, analyze and revise current knowledge link with knowledge base with particular focus on standards and subject content elaborated by State Department of Education (program approved) NCATE (accreditation standards) NAEYC (child centered standards), and INTASC standards for children N-3.

Overall all objectives is to assist learners in appreciating the centrality of knowledge base and subsequent conceptual framework and essential nature of developing and implementing goals statements, activities, strategies and resources essential for learning and developing in all domains (cognitive, affective, psychomotor).

Students will begin the development of knowledge base skills and dispositions as a base for all areas of social studies curriculum by:


1) 
By analyzing and interpreting secondary case studies, anecdotal reports and personal introspection

2) 
Students will study, analyze, and review observational recording of children in diverse context. Rating the absence of or acquisition of developing concepts is influenced by linking program practice to knowledge base.

