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K.5.1.2

I. PURPOSES OF THE COURSE

The purposes of this course are the following:

1)
to facilitate the kind of social studies teaching that will make a difference in elementary school children’s lives as they build their civic and political competence as citizens;

2) to demonstrate how the elementary school social studies program can serve as a mechanism for providing unity to the total curriculum of the classroom;

3) to introduce students to the structure of the academic disciplines making up the elementary school social studies programs;

4) to develop familiarity with inquiry operations in the social studies disciplines;

5) to provide students with model approaches in teaching major concepts in elementary school social studies;

6) to explore rationales behind the distribution of concepts across grade divisions;

7) to gain familiarity with contemporary published social studies programs( both printed and computer based programs), and

8) to demonstrate an understanding of the factors which allow for a proper match of social studies reading material and learner.

Addressing Cultural Diversity

In our commitment to the furthering of knowledge and fulfilling our educational mission, ASU seeks a campus climate that welcomes, celebrates, and promotes respect for the entire variety of human experience.  In our commitment to diversity, we welcome people from all backgrounds and we seek to include knowledge and values from many cultures in the curriculum and extra-curricular life of the campus community.  Dimensions of diversity shall include socioeconomic status, cultural orientation, national origin, and age.  

In keeping with the university’s Commitment to Diversity, the College of Education faculty fully support the Americans with Disabilities Act.  (ADA).  

Using Technology

Candidates should use the Internet in searching for appropriate journal articles in order to write critiques of research articles.  Candidates should use PowerPoint or other presentation programs in presenting projects and assignments.  


II.
OBJECTIVES


As a result of reading, class discussion, and activities, students will be able to achieve the following:



1.  
describe in writing the nature and historical development of social studies inquiry operations.



2.
a. list , define and understand major concepts, assumptions, debates, the processes of inquiry and ways of knowing that are central to the academic disciplines categorized as  social studies; understand those academic areas  which make up the elementary school curriculum;  b. know and understand  how groups influence individuals, and how individuals influence groups in a democratic society;  c. show knowledge of democracy, democratic institutions, values, and behavior which will foster respect for self and others;  d. know the content standards and the scope and sequence of the subject areas for k-6 as defined in the Alabama Courses of Study for all aspects of k-6 social studies.   New Alabama Quality Teaching Standards.  04 (1) (c  ) 2. (i).   d.  know the structure of the various and inclusive academic disciplines related to the k-6 social studies area of instruction; e) know the important facts and central concepts, principles, theories, and tools of inquiry associated with these academic disclines.  04(1)(c) 1 (1)   New Alabama Quality Teaching Standards.     INTASC 1.11    SDE (1)(a) 6



3.
describe and give details in writing as to how to build civic and political competence in young citizens.

4. a. explain the role of child development in the intellectual, emotional, social, spiritual, and physical growth as related to the social studies program; b.  know and understands how students’ conceptual frameworks and their misconceptions for an area of knowledge like history can influence their learning. INTASC 1.12

5. Know and understand how learning occurs—how students construct knowledge, acquire skills, and develop habits of mind—and know how to use instructional strategies that promote student learning;  know how personal and cultural biases can affect teaching and learning.  New Alabama Quality Teaching Standard. 04(4)(c  ) 5. (i) .    INTASC 2.11

6. Know and understand that students’ physical, social, emotional, moral and cognitive development influence learning and know how to address these factors when making instructional decisions.  INTASC 2.12

7. Know and understand and can identify differences in approaches to learning and performance, including different learning styles, multiple intelligences, and performance modes, and can design instruction that helps use students’ strengths as the basis for growth:  Know the research and theory related to the preceding constructs.  New Alabama Quality Teaching Standard  04(4)(c) 4. (i)  INTASC 3.11

8. Know and understand areas of exceptionality in learning—including learning disabilities, visual and perceptual difficulties, and special physical or mental challenges.  INTASC 3.12

9. Know about the process of second language acquisition and about strategies to support the learning of students whose first language is not English.  INTASC 3.13

10. Know and understand how students’ learning is influenced by individual experiences, talents, and prior learning, as well as language, culture, family, and community values.  INTASC 3.14

11. Know and understand the cognitive processes associated with various kinds of learning (e.g. critical and creative thinking, problem solving, invention, memorization and recall) and how these processes can be stimulated.  INTASC 4.11

12. Know and understand principles and techniques, along with advantages and limitations, associated with various instructional strategies (e.g. cooperative learning, direct instruction, discovery learning, whole group discussion, independent study,  interdisciplinary instruction.)  INTASC 4.12

13. Know and can use knowledge about human motivation and behavior drawn from the foundational sciences of psychology, anthropology, and sociology to develop strategies for organizing and supporting individual and group work.  INTASC 5.11

14. Know and understand communication theory, language development, and the role of language in learning.  INTASC 6.11

15. Know and understand learning theory, subject matter, curriculum development, and student development and knows how to use this knowledge in planning instruction to meet curriculum goals. INTASC 7.11

16. Know the norms and structures that contribute to a safe and stimulating learning environment.  New Alabama Quality  Teaching Standards.  290-3-3-.04(2)(c)3(i)    Know and understand how to take contextual considerations (the learning environment, instructional materials, individual student interests, needs, and aptitudes, and community resources) into account in planning instruction that creates an effective bridge between curriculum goals and students’ experiences. INTASC 7.12

17. a.)Know and understand when and how to adjust plans based on student responses and other contingencies  and b) know ways to organize and present content so that it is meaningful and engaging to all learners whom they teach  (pedagogical content knowledge)  New Alabama Quality Teaching Standard.  04(1) (c ) 1 (ii).   INTASC 7.13

18. Know and understand methods of inquiry that provide him/her with a variety of self-assessment and problem-solving strategies for reflecting on his/her practice, its influences on students’ growth and learning, and the complex interactions between them. INTASC 9.12

19. a.  Know major areas of research on teaching and of resources available for professional learning (e.g. professional literature, colleagues, professional associations, professional development activities.)   and b)  know current and emerging state initiatives and programs including, but not limited to, the Alabama Reading Initiative, the Alabama Math, Science, and Technology initiative AMSTI); Alabama Learning Exchange  (Alex); the Alabama Connecting Classroom Educators and Students Statewide  (ACCESS) and their relationship to student achievement. New Alabama Quality Teaching Standard.  04 (5)(c) 3 (i)  and INTASC 9.13



20.  Demonstrate a working knowledge of a model social studies program by:

a) designing a unit and teaching a representative demonstration lesson in accordance with the content and principles of the current:  Alabama Course of Study:  Social Studies and The Alabama Kindergartens Bulletin, 1987, No. 28.

b) selecting materials and methods for use in planning units and lessons in K-6 social studies;  planning and providing a developmentally appropriate curriculum in social studies for k-6 students.This will be done in accordance with the current Alabama Course of Study:  Social Studies and The Alabama Kindergartens Bulletin.  SDE (1)(a) 5

c) by designing and teaching a specific sequence of three lessons in which the beginning professional educator models and integrates multicultural awareness, acceptance, and appreciation;  the candidate will demonstrate how to model, teach, and integrate these and will show how to obtain and use information about the cultural and community diversity as resources for instruction.        SDE     2 1. (iii)

d) by designing a specific sequence of three lessons in which the beginning professional educator obtains and uses cultural information in order to feature and properly honor community diversity and resources;  demonstrate ability to use best practices, professional literature, and collegial assistance  to improve as a teacher and a learner.  New Alabama Quality Teaching Standard. 04 (5) (c  ) 2. (v).  

21.  evaluate social studies program material and textbooks by applying criteria as presented by researchers and writers in the field.

22. construct a resource file of teaching ideas on selected concepts in social studies.



INTASC Standards are addressed in the following ways:  1.11, 1.12, 2.11, 2.12, 3.11, 2.12. 3.13. 3.14, 4.11, 4.12. 5.11, 6.11. 7.11. 7.12. 7.13. 9.12 and 9.12 are included in objectives 1-19.  They are assessed on exams.  Consult your instructor for the copy of the INTASC standards used in these numerical references.  



Conceptual Framework Outcome R.P. 1.2 is  reflected in objective 7 (exam).  Conceptual Framework Outcome L.L. 3.3 is reflected in objective 17 (exam).  Conceptual Framework Outcome R.P. 1.1 is reflected in objective 20 (a unit design and presentation).  Conceptual Framework Outcome R.P. 1.5 is reflected in objective 22 (a project).   




III.
EVALUATION AND MINIMUM STANDARDS

Objectives 1 through 19 will be evaluated on all four examinations.  Each examination will be based on classroom presentations and required readings in the text.  To pass these objectives, 70% must be made for all objectives. The four tests will be comprised of essay questions and objective questions. 


Objective 20 will be evaluated on the complete social studies lesson presentation, the lesson plan, and the evaluation instrument to accompany the lesson, according to evaluation forms provided in this syllabus.  See page 6.  


  To pass the objective, a student must receive at least 70 points out of 100.


Objective 21 will be evaluated through a report on the relative merit of a particular published textbook’s programs, using provided guidelines.  See page 9.  To pass the objective, a student must receive a minimum of 70 points out of 100.


Objective 22 will be evaluated by the completed resource file, using the guidelines provided in this syllabus.  See page 11.  To pass the objective, a student must receive a minimum of 70 points out of 100.

IV.
GRADING METHOD
A. Point Distribution by Objective

1., 2., 3., 4…     (Tests) ………………………
800

5.
Lesson plan, presentation and


evaluation instrument …………………
100

6. Report on a published textbook series

in social studies ………………………...
 50




7.
Resource File …………………………...
 50






total possible
1000

B. Letter Grade Calculation Information

A grade of “F” will be assigned if standards for less than three course objectives are met.

In order to pass the course with a grade of “D”, the student must earn at least 600 points on the total of all course projects.

In order to pass the course with a grade of “C”, the student must earn at least 700 points on the total of all course projects.

For a grade of “B”, the student must earn at least 800 points on the total of all course projects.

For a grade of “A”, the standards for all objectives must be met and the student must earn at least 900 points on the total of all course projects.

V. INSTRUCTIONAL SEQUENCE
To be distributed by the instructor

VI. METHODS AND MATERIALS
1.
Methods


a) 
Lecture and discussion


b) 
Presentations by students


c)
Appropriate technology

2.
Materials

Required Text:  Cynthia Szymanski Sunal and Mary Elizabeth Haas.  2008.  Third Edition.  Allyn and Bacon.  Pearson.  

VII. GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATION OF COURSE PROJECTS
OBJECTIVE 20 – PROJECT #1

GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATING 

THE SOCIAL STUDIES LESSON PLAN

A written plan will be submitted prior to the lesson presentation.  The plan will include the following components:

Lesson Plan …………………………………………….
  20

Four points for each of the following:

1. Topic

2. Grade

3. Time

4. Objectives

5. Interest Building

6. Lesson Development

7. Summary

8. Follow-up

9. Needed Materials

10. Evaluation (see separate form)

In addition, the following checklist will be used to determine the quality of the lesson:

OBJECTIVE 20 – PROJECT #2

GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATION OF 

THE LESSON PRESENTATION
Lesson Implementation Checklist …………………..
 60

Each component will be worth twelve points:

1. Did the lesson objectives state clearly what

it was that the children were expected to learn?

2. Did the learner activities for the lesson relate

in a direct way to the stated objectives?  That

is, did the children learn what they were

supposed to learn by doing the things they

were asked to do?

3. Did you have all the needed instructional

material?  Equipment?

4. Did you have productive work planned for

all the groups, all the time?

5. Did you show a knowledge of how much

time was needed for each component of your

lesson?

6. Did you provide for differences in rate and

level of learning among children?  Did you 

have productive work-study activities planned

for those who complete their assignments

quickly?

7. Did you have an appropriate way to close

the lesson?

8. Did you plan for any follow-up activity?

9. Did you take into account how learning was 

to be evaluated?

10. Did you have “backup” activities?




Total 60 points

OBJECTIVE 5 – PROJECT #3

GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATING 

THE EVALUATION INSTRUMENT

An evaluation instrument will be prepared as a part of the lesson.

The instrument will include the following characteristics:

1. The instrument will be typed, 

doubled spaced

 5

2. The instrument will have a cover page


which carries:

 5

1. 
Name of the student

2.
Course title and number

3.
Instructor’s name

4.
Date

5.
Title of assignment


Project number or objective number

3. The instrument will contain a combination

of objective rating scales, test questions, and

subjective questions.

 5

4. The instrument will contain a section

giving directions for students and a section

detailing the weight of various portions of

the instrument.

5



Total 20 points



To pass the objective, a student must receive a total of 70 points out of 100 possible on all three projects associated with Objective 20.



OBJECTIVE 21 – PROJECT 1



FORMAT FOR CRITIQUES OF TEXTBOOK SERIES



Directions:  Describe and compare textbook series for each content field represented in the grade 1-6 curriculum.

A. Write a report on the following:

1. Authorship—to ensure scholarly 


accuracy as well as suitability for 


use with elementary school children 


in terms of interest and appeal,




reading gradation, and curricular 




consideration.  How is the author 



identified with elementary school 



social studies? ………………………………
  5

2. Treatment of Content—to ensure adequate



treatment of important concepts in



sufficient depth as opposed to highly

descriptive factual accounts or storybook

approaches to significant content.  Is 

subject matter selected from a broad range 

of sources, including history, the social 

sciences, the humanities, and science?  

Does the book provide readers with a 

global perspective?  Is there a good 

balance in the treatment of objectives 

dealing with subject matter, skills, and 

values and attitudes?  Does the book

present realistic representations of

societies both in prose and in illustrations?

Does the book deal with ethnic minorities

and women in a realistic way?  Is there 

evidence of stereotyping or tokenism or 

both in the illustrations? ……………………
  5

3. Format and General Appearance—to ensure 

an interesting and appealing book of 

proper size and with good-quality binding 

and suitable type size.  Are illustrations





functional or simply decorative? …………  
  5

4.
Organization—to ensure the book’s harmony


with existing curricular pattern and see


that it meets the needs of the instructional


program within which it will be used.


Is the book organized in a way to 


encourage good study habits? ………………..
  7.5

5.
Visual Materials—to ensure colorful,


accurate illustrations of sufficient number


and size.  Are these related to the text or


included only to enhance the attractiveness


of the book? …………………………………….
  5

6.
Instructional Aids—to ensure their being


an integral part of the text itself and of


such nature as to be genuinely helpful


to the teacher.  Do study aids help explain


and extend the meaning of important


ideas? ……………………………………………
  7.5

B. The report will be in Standard English, typed,

using APA format.  The report will be

typed …………………………………………………
  5

           
___



Total
 50



To pass the objective, a student must receive a minimum of 35 points out of a total of 50

OBJECTIVE 7



GUIDELINES FOR RESOURCE FILE



The resource file must meet the following criteria:

1. Ten folders will be prepared for each of

ten concepts.  Concepts (topics) shall be

assigned and/or approved by the

instructor ………………………………………….
  5

2. Labels will be typed.  Concepts and 

academic disciplines shall be identified

on the label ……………………………………….
  5

All folders shall be submitted inside

a carrying case.  An identification tag

shall be prepared, affixed to the carrying case.  This tag shall contain the following:

The student’s name, student number, the

course title and number, the instructor’s

name, and the date.  The title of the 

assignment shall also appear on this 

carrying case identification tag:

“Ten Resource Folders for Selected

Elementary School Social Studies

Concepts.”  Type “Objective 7” on this

tag also ………………………………………..
  5

3. Each folder shall contain the following

as a minimum set of items:

1.  
An annotated bibliography card





on a commercial film, media kit,





filmstrip and/or cassette





appropriate to the concept;

2. An annotated bibliography card

on a published activity, game, or

kit appropriate to the concept;

3. A handout which develops the

concept;

4. An activity or handout or other

media item or items made by the

college student which will increase

an elementary school pupil’s

knowledge of the concept …………….
35


___


Total
50



To pass the objective, a student must receive a minimum of 35points out of a total possible 50.

Scoring Information 


90% or higher of the points on a course 

project or test     equals  a rating of 
4


80% to 89% of the points on a course

project or test equals a rating of
3


70% to 79 % of the points on a course

project or text equals a rating of
2


60% to 69% of the points on 

a course project or test equals a rating of
1


Less than 60% of the points on

A course project or test equals a rating of
0
  

