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II.  Course Objectives
As a result of wide reading, storytelling, using the Internet and other student activities, students will be able to achieve the following objectives:

1. Evaluate and select appropriate literature for children at various grade levels and ages.  This objective supports and reflects the College of Education’s conceptual model framework on decision making including planning, implementing, and evaluating.

2. Understand the role of literature in the whole development of children. 

A. Describe and explain how appropriate literature for children can aid in their cognitive development in all disciplines.  SDE(1)(a)12
B. Identify appropriate literature for use in the content areas of the elementary school curriculum. 

C. Identify factors influencing children’s interest in books.

3.
Understand ways of using children’s literature with children. 

A.  State ways a teacher can create a classroom environment for stimulating children’s interests in good literature. This objective is an example of teacher acting as a change agent reflecting constructivism.

B.  Describe techniques for sharing good literature with children.

4. Demonstrate techniques for effective storytelling using children’s literature with special needs children and diverse learners.

5. Demonstrate the ability to assist special needs children and diverse learners in appropriate activities in a school library.

6. Define terms related to children’s literature.

7. Describe the basic elements in children’s books.

8. Evaluate the illustrations in children’s literature.

9. Identify how children’s literature meets the needs of children.

10. Identify the major awards for children’s books and explain the rationale   

      behind the selection of books that have won major awards.

   11.   Comprehend major learning theories that relate to selection of children’s    

           literature.

A. Explain how Piaget’s theory of cognitive stage development can be applied to the selection of children’s literature.

B. Explain how Kathleen McCormick’s theory applies to reader response.

   12.   Identify authors and illustrators receiving the Caldecott and Newbery 

Awards.

13.   Identify books that have been subject to censorship.

 

14.    Describe guidelines for dealing with attempts at censorship.

15.    Identify key formats in children’s books.

16.   Describe activities appropriate for use with books from multicultural        

        backgrounds.

   17.   Make written analysis of the basic elements in fiction and illustrations in      

        children’s literature. 

III.  Evaluation and Minimum Standards

IV.  Course Evaluation

COURSE EVALUATION

Mid-Term Exam







200 points

Final Exam








200 points

Annotated Bibliography
  50 points

Storytelling
100 points

Thematic Unit Lesson Plans (K-3)





100 points

Book Discussion (4-6) 






100 points
Laboratory Experience






  50 points

Author Study








100 points

Literature Circles





  
  
100 points










        ___________






                            
         1000 points 

GRADING POLICY

900-1000








A

800-899








B

700-799








C

600-699








D

000-599                                                                                   


F

V.  Instructional Sequence

To be distributed by the instructor

VI.  Methods and Materials


A.  Methods


1. Lecture

2. Textbook readings

3. Viewing and utilizing various media

4. Exploring Internet websites

5. Class discussion

6. Storytelling

7. Participation in Literature Circles

8. Examination and evaluation of children’s literature


B.  Materials

1. Textbook

2. Websites

3.  Videos

4.  Children’s literature

5.  Professional journals


COURSE TEXTBOOK

 

Mitchell, Dana. (2003). Children’s Literature: An Invitation to the World. Boston: AB Longman.

	Objectives
	Evaluation

	1. Evaluate and select appropriate literature for children at various grade levels and ages.  This objective supports and reflects the College of Education’s conceptual model framework on decision making including planning, implementing, and evaluating.
	Objective 1 will be evaluated by the 

Annotated Bibliography, Literature Circle responses, lesson plan and exams. To master this objective, a student must score 80% of the possible points for the specific assignment.  

	2. Understand the role of literature in the whole development of children. 

A. Describe and explain how appropriate literature for children can aid in their cognitive development in all disciplines and affective development. SDE (1)(a)12

       B.   Identify appropriate literature for use   

             in the content areas of the            

             elementary school curriculum.                                         

       C.   Identify factors influencing    

             children’s interest in books.
	Objective 2 will be evaluated by the lesson plan, Literature Circle responses, and exams. To master this objective, a student must score 80% of the possible points for the specific assignment.  

	3.
Understand ways of using children’s literature with children. 

A.  State ways a teacher can create a classroom environment for stimulating children’s interests in good literature. This objective is an example of teacher acting as a change agent reflecting constructivism.

B. Describe techniques for sharing  

      good literature with children.
	Objective 3 will be evaluated by the lesson plan, open discussion of the textbook reading assignment, and exams. To master this objective, a student must score 80% of the possible points for the specific assignment.  

	      4.    Demonstrate techniques for effective 

       storytelling using children’s literature with special needs children and diverse learners.
	Objective 4 will be evaluated by the storytelling exercise. To pass this objective, a student must score 80% of the possible points for this assignment.  

	5. Demonstrate the ability to assist special 

       needs children and diverse learners in   

       appropriate activities in a school library.
	Objective 5 will be evaluated by the lesson plan, storytelling exercise, and Observation. To pass this objective, a student must score 80% of the possible points for the specific assignment.  

	6. Define terms related to children’s   

Literature.
	Objective 6 will be evaluated by open discussion of the text reading assignment    and exams. To pass this objective, a student must score 80% of the possible points for each Exam.

	7. Describe the basic elements in children’s   books.
	Objective 7 will be evaluated by open discussion of the textbook reading assignment, Literature Circle responses, and exams. To pass this objective, a student must score 80% of the possible points for each assignment.  

	Objectives
	Evaluation

	8. Evaluate the illustrations in children’s 

Literature.


	Objective 8 will be evaluated by open discussion of the textbook reading assignment, Literature Circle responses and exams. To pass this objective, a student must score 80% of the possible points for the specific assignment.



	9. Identify how children’ literature meets the needs of children


	Objective 9 will be evaluated by open discussion of the textbook reading assignment, Literature Circle responses, and exams. To pass this objective, a student must score 80% of the possible points for the specific assignment.  

	10.    Identify the major awards for children’s   

       books and explain the rationale behind   

       the selection of books that have won    

       major awards.
	Objective 10 will be evaluated by the Annotated Bibliography, open discussion of the textbook reading assignment, Literature Circle responses, author/illustrator study, and exams. To master this objective, a student must score 80% of the possible points for the specific assignment.  

	     11.   Comprehend major learning theories that   

       relate to selection of children’s literature.     

       A. Explain how Piaget’s theory of                  

cognitive development can be applied to the selection of children’s literature. 

B. Explain how Kathleen McCormick’s

       theory applies to reader response.
	Objective 11 will be evaluated by open discussion of the textbook reading assignment, and exams. To master this objective, a student must score 80% of the possible points for the exam.  

	     12.   Identify authors and illustrators receiving   

       the Caldecott and Newbery Awards.
	Objective 12 will be evaluated by Annotated Bibliography,  open discussion of textbook reading assignment, Literature Circle responses, author/illustrator study, and exams. To master this objective, a student must score 80% of the possible points for the specific assignment.  

	     13.   Identify books that have been subject to    

      censorship
	Objective 13 will be evaluated by open discussion of the textbook reading assignment, book discussion, exploring the Banned Books website, and exams. To master this objective, a student must score 80% of the possible points for the specific assignment.  

	 14.    Identify guidelines for dealing with attempts    

          at censorship.
	Objective 14 will be evaluated open discussion of the textbook reading assignment, exploring  the Banned Books website, book discussion, and exams. To master this objective, a student must score 80% of the possible points for the specific assignment.  

	    15.    Identify key formats in children’s books
	Objective 15 will be evaluated by open discussion of textbook reading assignment, Literature Circle responses, and exams. To master this objective, a student must score 80% of the possible points for the specific assignment.  

	 16.    Describe activities appropriate for use     

          with books from multicultural backgrounds.
	Objective 16 will be evaluated by open discussion of textbook reading assignment, Literature Circle responses, lesson plan author/illustrator study, and exams. To master this objective, a student must score 80% of the possible points for the specific assignment.  

	 17.    Make written analysis of the basic elements 

          in fiction and illustrations in children’s 

          literature.
	Objective 17 will be evaluated by open discussion of textbook reading assignment, Literature Circle responses, and exams. To master this objective, a student must score 80% of the possible points for the specific assignment.  




COURSE ATTENDANCE POLICY

Each student is expected to attend all lectures, seminars, laboratories and fieldwork for each registered class, including the first class session. Attendance is required to verify official enrollment and continuance in each course. When students are absent from class for authorized reasons such as death in the family, illness, hindrance by true emergency situations or University activities, they will be allowed to make up assignments/examinations that they missed. Instructors, of course, are not obligated to provide makeup opportunities for students who are absent unless the absences have been officially approved. Official excuses can be obtained from the Office of Student Affairs. An officially excused absence, however, merely gives the individual who missed the class an opportunity to make up the work and in no way excuses him or her from completing the course requirements. Students receiving veterans’ benefits are required to attend classes according to the regulations of the Veterans Administration, in addition to those requirements set by the University for all students.

