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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course provides the secondary English Language Arts education major with a theoretical and conceptual framework that encompasses the organization of the secondary school curriculum, curricular trends and strategies, and effective decisions about teaching and learning in grades 6-12.  It is designed to provide curriculum standards, instructional strategies and techniques for teaching English Language Arts.  The content from this course reflects the conceptual framework of Alabama State University, the professional standards of the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE), the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS), the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC), and the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) because of its focus on constructivism, behaviorism, and the use of technology to enhance candidate learning.  
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PURPOSE OF THE COURSE

The general purpose of EDU 487 is to provide teachers with theoretical and practical knowledge about strategies for effective teaching.  The course is designed to explore several teaching models in considerable detail and to suggest modifications or flexibility, teaching styles, and student diversity.

COURSE OBJECTIVES AND ASSESSMENT RUBRICS:
Upon completion of this course, the learner will have demonstrated:

(SDE-PS, BP—State Department of Education – Professional Studies, Basic Programs).

These knowledge and disposition standards will be measured and evaluated by the professor by using the rubrics for: School Observation Reflective Journal, Research Based Teaching Demonstration, Research Based Lesson Plans, Literature Review, the Discipline Plan, and the Professional Education Personnel Evaluation Program of Alabama (PEPE).  These evaluations will serve to demonstrate if the teacher candidate has successfully demonstrated knowledge and dispositions in parallel to the standards as outlined by the state department of education.
	Standard Number
	Description
	Course Objective
	Course Evaluation

	04(1)(c)1(i)
	Knowledge of the structure of the academic disciplines related to the subject-matter content areas of instruction and of the important facts and central concepts, principles, theories, and tools of inquiry associated with these disciplines.
	 Assessments and professional studies needed to prepare for teaching secondary English language arts education
	Research Based Teaching Demonstration



	04(1)(c)1(ii)
	Knowledge of ways to organize and present content so that it is meaningful and engaging to all learners whom they teach (pedagogical content knowledge).
	 Organize instruction to captive all audiences.


	Research Based Lesson Plans



	04(1)(c)2(i)
	Knowledge of the content standards and of the scope and sequence of the subject areas of one’s teaching fields as defined in the Alabama courses of study for those teaching fields
	Apply the tools and structure of English Language Arts systems


	School Observation Reflective Journal Rubric



	04(2)(c)3(i)
	Knowledge of norms and structures that contribute to a safe and stimulating learning environment.
	Assessments and professional studies needed to prepare for teaching secondary English language arts education
	Rubric for the Discipline Plan



	04(5)(c)3(i)
	Knowledge of current and emerging state initiatives and programs including, but not limited to, the Alabama Reading Initiative (ARI); the Alabama Math, Science, and Technology Initiative (AMSTI); Alabama Learning Exchange (ALEX); the Alabama Connecting Classroom, Educators and Students Statewide (ACCESS) and their relationship to student achievement.
	 Reflect and utilize professional development opportunities;

 Use technology.


	Professional Education Personnel Evaluation Program of Alabama (PEPE)




PROFESSIONALISM/DISPOSITIONS

Written Assignment Criteria:

All assignments must be typed.  Major problems with spelling, grammar, sentence and paragraph structure, etc., will result in a lowering of grade points.  Even after a computer spell-check, be sure to proofread everything before submitting.

Missed Examinations:

If it is necessary for you to miss a scheduled examination, you are to make arrangements beforehand so that you can make-up the missed exam promptly.  Otherwise, make-up examinations may not be given.

Late Work:

Your score on a given assignment will be lowered by one letter grade if the assignment is turned in less than one week late.  If an assignment is turned in more than one week late, the grade will be lowered by two letter grades.  The grade of incomplete will be given only in cases of emergency (sudden unforeseen occurrence).  Do not ask.

Authorship and Cheating:

It is expected that all work turned in has been done by you, in accordance with accepted standards for originality of scholarship.  To do otherwise may result in an F grade for the assignment and for the course.

INTRODUCTION TO GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
The course features a variety of instructional methods and materials, which may include on-line research, lecture notes, weekly in-class reading and writing assignments, and group discussions.  Also, students will be engaged in teaching demonstrations, power-point presentations, and other technology presentations.  This course may include group activities, student projects, essays, critiqued articles, other written reports, a mid-term and a final exam/project.  These performance-based assessments are designed to help the candidate to become an informed decision-maker who is a reflective practitioner, a change agent and a life-long learner.
RELATIONSHIP TO THE CURRICULUM DESIGN

Lesson/unit planning and implementation are introduced early in the curriculum to allow prompt integration of student internship.  This practical course introduces the teacher candidate to a wide variety of instructional strategies.  It allows teacher candidates to observe and hear directly from teachers currently in the field.

What Teachers Should Know and Be Able To Do

Learner Outcomes:

The following learning outcomes will be addressed during the semester.  Each outcome represents a broad study in teacher preparation.  Sub-objectives define the boundaries of the course.  At the completion of this course, the student will be able to make decisions about:
1:  Assessments and professional studies needed to prepare for teaching secondary English language arts education

Objectives:  The teacher candidate will be able to:

· Identify NCTE Standards

Access from Internet and implement in lesson plans

· Prepare for English instruction
Complete and discuss items in Praxis II Study Guide
Write cognitive, affective, and psychomotor goals and objectives.

Decide how to select meaningful activities, which reinforce content.

Structure questions at different levels, using Bloom’s taxonomy.

Design assessment instruments.
· Discuss methodologies used to
Dialogue and reflect weekly about teaching scenarios in the text.

Teach secondary English 

Discuss methods to have a safe and stimulating learning envir.
Language arts instruction

2:  Apply the tools and structure of English Language Arts systems

Objective:  The teacher candidate will be able to 

· Stimulate critical thinking

Complete and discuss items in PRAXIS II Study Guide
Discuss the course of study objectives and standards
Access stimulating topics from the Internet and discuss them

Use current events to evoke thought provoking discussions

· Interpret information from 
Read journals and critique the articles

recent periodicals 

· Create learning experiences
Design activities that incorporate student experiences with the 

that make aspects of subject
material being discussed in class. (Micro Teaching Demonstration)
matter meaningful for students.


3.  Organize instruction to captive all audiences.

Objective:  The teacher candidate will be able to:

· Orient students to the lesson
Design bell work that channels attention to the current lesson
· Prepare lessons for diverse 
Lesson plans and activities reflect attention to diverse cultural and 

audiences


gender differences, ethnicity, socioeconomic background, language, 





and learning styles (Micro Teaching Demonstration)
· Modify lessons for students
Lesson plans and activities reflect the ability to make 
with exceptionalities

accommodations and modifications

4.  Effectively communicate with others.

Objective:  The teacher candidate will be able to:

· Develop and model effective
Demonstrate the ability to use knowledge of effective verbal, 

communication skills

nonverbal, and media communication techniques through writings, 






presentations, and speaking in class (Micro Teaching Demonstration)
· Develop competence in 

Demonstrate the ability to influence students of the importance of 

writing and speaking across
speaking and writing correctly in all disciplines through research and

the curriculum


presentation of ideas presented in the literature

5.  Reflect and utilize professional development opportunities.

Objective:  The teacher candidate will be able to:
Search the internet and professional journals for ways to become
· Be an effective decision maker 
a reflective practitioner and an effective decision maker
who continually evaluates the 
Write a paper demonstrating an understanding of local and state 

effects of his/her choices and 
board policies and federal laws and regulations.

actions by growing in professional


knowledge and skills.

6.  Use technology.

Objective:  The teacher candidate will be able to:

· Use appropriate technology to
In presentations, show how they would use computers and 

support learning the content.
Software, interactive television, and a variety of relevant multimedia







(Micro Teaching Demonstration)


ASSIGNMENTS








POINTS

1. Research-Based Lesson Plans (20)





100

2. Research-Based Teaching Demonstrations




100

3. PEPE Activities 







100

4. Literature Review 






100

5. Discipline Plan  and School Observation Reflective Journal


100

6. Final Exam







100

7. PRAXIS II STUDY GUIDE






100

TOTAL


700 POINTS

GRADING








POINTS

Letter grade of “A”







700-630
Letter grade of “B”







629-560

Letter grade of “C”







559-490

Letter grade of “D”







489-420

Letter grade of “F”







419 & below

School Observation Reflective Journal Rubric

	Criteria
	4—Great
	3—Good
	2—Fair
	1—Poor 

	Entries
	15-20 reflective entries with very in-depth responses to various topics
	12-14 reflective entries with in-depth responses to various topics
	9-11 reflective entries with responses to various topics
	6-8 entries with vague responses to various topics

	Content
	Topics addressed fully—provided examples
	Topics addressed adequately with examples
	Topics addressed without examples
	Vague topic responses

	Mechanics
	Used complete sentences—attention to grammar, punctuation, spelling, etc.
	Used complete sentences—some attention to grammar, punctuation, spelling, etc.
	Uses some complete sentences and fragments—some errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc.
	Many errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc.


50 points 

Research Based Teaching Demonstration

	4—Very Satisfied
	3—Mostly Satisfied
	2—Somewhat Satisfied
	1—Unsatisfied 

	Teacher shows excellent evidence of planning for a diverse group
	Teacher shows some evidence of planning for a diverse group
	Teacher shows limited evidence of planning for a diverse group
	Teacher shows little evidence of planning for a diverse group

	Teacher provides a high quality motivational activity.
	Teacher provides an adequate motivational activity
	Teacher presents the objectives of the lesson
	Teacher does not provide a motivational activity

	Teacher creates a highly positive and challenging environment for all students
	Teacher creates a somewhat positive and challenging environment for all students
	Teacher shows little evidence of a positive and challenging environment for all students
	Teacher does not create a positive and challenging learning environment

	Teacher implements an exciting lesson
	Teacher presents a somewhat exciting lesson
	Teacher presents little excitement in the lesson
	Teacher does not present an exciting lesson

	Teacher raises thought-provoking questions
	Teacher raises interesting questions
	Teacher raises wrote memorization questions
	Teacher does not raise questions

	Teacher uses excellent verbal and nonverbal communication
	Teacher uses good verbal and nonverbal communication
	Teachers uses verbal and nonverbal communication
	Teacher uses poor verbal and nonverbal communication

	Teacher provides guided/independent practice and monitors students
	Teacher provides either guided/independent practice and monitors students
	Teacher provides some practice and monitors students some
	Teacher does not use guided or independent practice

	Teacher infuses technology with various instructional strategies
	Teacher infuses technology in teaching
	Teacher infuses technology briefly
	Teacher does not infuse technology

	Teacher summarizes and brings closure to the lesson effectively
	Teacher summarizes and brings closure to the class somewhat effectively
	Teacher attempts to summarize or bring closure to the lesson
	Teacher does not bring closure to the class.


100 points
Research Based Lesson Plans

	Criteria
	4—Excellent
	3—Good
	2—Fair
	1—Poor

	Components
	All essential areas are covered in an excellent and well-thought-out manner
	All essential areas are noted in an effective manner
	Some essential areas are noted
	Some essential areas are missing

	Organization
	Well-planned
	Good planning
	Average planning indicated
	Poor planning noted

	Content Diversity/ Technology
	Content-specific, Diversity and technology use are noted in a sufficient and convincing way
	Good content-specific, diversity technology use
	Average 

Lacks one element
	Poor 

Weak content

	Reflection
	Presented in a well-thought out manner
	Good
	Average
	Poor

	Mechanics
	Effective grammar skills noted
	Good grammar skills noted
	Average
	Poor


100 points

Literature Review

	Criteria
	4—Excellent
	3—Good
	2—Satisfactory
	1—Poor 

	Bibliography
	Uses proper APA documentation
	Uses correct APA documentation with few errors
	Uses APA documentation with many errors
	No APA documentation

	Focus/Diversity Issue
	Main idea very clearly written
	Main idea clearly written
	Main idea somewhat clearly written
	Main idea not clearly written

	Summary
	Clearly summarized article with excellent support
	Summarized article with good support
	Somewhat summarized article with some support
	Poorly summarized article with little support

	Grammar
	Very well-organized paragraph  structure with no grammar errors
	Well-organized paragraph structure with no more than 2 grammatical errors
	Somewhat organized paragraph structure with no more than 4 grammatical errors
	Poorly organized paragraph structure with more than 5 grammatical errors

	Reaction
	Shows in-depth reflection
	Shows reflection
	Little reflection
	No reflection


100 points
Rubric for the Discipline Plan

	Criteria
	4—Excellent
	3—Good
	2—Fair
	1—Poor 

	Class rules
	5-7 clearly listed rules
	5-7 listed rules
	Less than 5 rules
	Poorly listed rules

	Class requirements
	Responsibilities of the student clearly illustrated
	Responsibilities of the student clearly illustrated
	Responsibilities of the student illustrated
	Unclear requirements

	Grading Policy
	Excellent/clear percentages, examples, and credits

Listed for assignments, tests, quizzes, and projects
	Grading procedures included
	Grading procedures noted
	Unclear grading procedures noted

	Textbook/Materials
	Statements about the text, care of books, parent notification
	Good information presented
	Effective information presented
	Vague information presented

	Comments
	
	
	
	


50 points

Professional Education Personnel Evaluation Program of Alabama (PEPE)
	Criteria
	3—Good 
	2—Basic
	1—Poor

	Directions
	Guidelines were met in an effective way such as the format for the assignment
	Some guidelines were not met to fulfill the assignment
	Guidelines were not met

	Content
	Shows exceptional understanding of the components of the instrument
Identifies all elements of style
	Shows understanding of the concepts underlying each component
Acknowledges some elements of style
	Does not show understanding of the instrument
Responds in a vague manner

	Writing Skills
	Uses acceptable writing skills:  grammar, punctuation, and language
	Uses acceptable writing skills:  grammar, punctuation, and language
	Uses poor writing skills


100 points
Periodicals
Adams, T. L. (2001).  Preservice teachers’ conceptions of self-assessment.  Education Issues,  2, 45-65.

Bailey, G., & Johnson, B. (2001).  Student teachers, beliefs about discipline before and after student teaching.  Education 

Issues, 2, 31-44.
Baker, E., Wang, M. C. & Walberg, H. J. (1995).  The effects of inclusion on learning.  Education Leadership, 52, 33-34.

Barwoski, J.G. (1992).  Metacognitive theory:  A framework for teaching literacy, writing, and math skills.  Journal of Learning Disabilities, 25, 253-257.

Delpit, L. (1995).  Other people’s children:  Cultural conflict in the classroom.  New York:  New Press.
Web Sites
Alabama State Department of Education

www.alsde.edu
CEO Forum on Education and Technology

http://www.ceoforum.org
Curriculum Assessment and Instruction:

http://www.ncrel.org/info/curriculum/
National Education Standards for Teachers:

http://cnets.iste.org/index3.html
Web Articles

Technology and Teaching:  A Turning Point, by Vivian H. Wright and George E. Marsh

http://computed.Coe.wayne.edu/Vol5/wright%26Marsh.html, March 25, 2000.

Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA 1997)

http://www.glef.org/edutopia/newletters/6.1/ebooks.html,  March 25, 2000

Technology for the Constructivist Language Arts Classroom, by Rice, Stallworth, Wilson.

http://compted.coe.wayne.edu/Vol15/Rice(etal).html, March 25.2000.[image: image1.png]
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